
MINUTES
CABINET
THURSDAY, 7 DECEMBER 2017

THE LEADER: Councillor Matthew Lee (Chairman)
THE DEPUTY LEADER: Councillor Kelham Cooke

CABINET MEMBERS PRESENT

Councillor Helen Goral
Councillor Michael King
Councillor Dr Peter Moseley
Councillor Nick Robins
Councillor Jacky Smith
Councillor Adam Stokes

NON-CABINET MEMBERS PRESENT

Councillor Bob Sampson

OFFICERS

Chief Executive (Aidan Rave)
Strategic Director, Environment (Tracey Blackwell)
Strategic Director, Growth (Steve Ingram)
Assistant Director, Environment (Ian Yates)
Assistant Director, Finance (Richard Wyles)
Assistant Director, Growth & Development (Paul Thomas)
Assistant Director, Legal & Democratic (Lucy Youles)
Assistant Director, Transformation & Change (Judith Davids)
Interim Service Manager, Communication (Adrian Smith)
Principal Democracy Officer (Jo Toomey)

CO90.APOLOGIES

An apology for absence was received from Councillor Neilson.

CO91.MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 9 NOVEMBER 2017

The minutes of the meeting held on 9 November 2017 were agreed as a 
correct record.

Cabinet members were advised that the Ward Councillor Grants referred to in 
minute CO82 would be the subject of discussion at a working group of the 
Communities and Wellbeing Overview and Scrutiny Committee and their 
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recommendations would subsequently be referred to Cabinet for consideration.

CO92.DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS (IF ANY)

No interests were disclosed.

CO93.*COUNCIL TAX BASE 2018/19

Decision:

1. To approve the distribution of the Local Council Tax Support 
Scheme (LCTSS) grant for 2018/19 in accordance with the tax base 
for each parish as detailed in the appendix to these minutes

2. To recommend to Council the approval of the tax base set at 
46,519.3 Band D equivalents as part of the budget proposals for 
2018/19

Considerations/Reasons for Decision:

1. Report number CFM442 of the Cabinet Member for Finance including 
the parish grant allocation and council tax bases 2018/19 attached as an 
appendix to these minutes

2. The Local Government Finance Act 1992 amended by Section 84 of the 
Local Government Act 2003

3. The Local Authorities (Calculation of Council Tax Base) (England) 
Regulations 2012

4. The calculation of the tax base for parish purposes is based on the 
number of properties as at 11 September 2017 and the discounts and 
exemptions applicable on 2 October 2017

5. Adjustments for the reduction in the tax base as a result of the Local 
Council Tax Support Scheme

Other options considered:

None applicable

* * *

In introducing the report, the Cabinet Member for Finance stated that Council 
Tax setting was a key funding stream for the Council to meet its service 
delivery requirements. Calculations within the report were based on the 
collection rate for the current year, which was 98.8%. Cabinet was being asked 
to approve the distribution of the Local Council Tax Support Scheme grant 
2018/19 as detailed in the revised schedule appended to the minutes and to 
approve the Council Tax Base for 2018/19. He added that whilst the Band D 
growth in percentage times was lower than expected, it was anticipated that 
this would increaseas a result of the authority’s ambitions to reinvigorate the 
local economy.
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Comments about the impact of planned growth were reiterated and reference 
was made to Langtoft Special Expense Area.

Members of the Cabinet unanimously supported the proposals.

CO94.*LINCOLNSHIRE HOMELESSNESS STRATEGY

This item was deferred until the Cabinet meeting on Thursday 11 January 
2018.

CO95.QUARTER 2 PERFORMANCE 2017/18

Report number PPMO06 gave details of the Council’s performance on its key 
projects and performance indicators between 1 April 2017 and 30 September 
2017. Details of the Council’s performance was included in appendix 1 to the 
report. Members were advised that the performance monitoring information 
related to objectives and priorities of the previous administration and that these 
would be updated to reflect the ambitions of the current administration.

Specific performance achievements and project headlines were highlighted:

 The Council Tax target collection rate of 98.8%
 Non-domestic rates collection was on target to achieved 98.9%Rent 

collection performance was strong with a new IT solution being 
introduced to identify irregular payments

 Occupancy of retail units compared favourably with the national average
 The percentage of food establishments achieving a rating of ‘generally 

satisfactory’ had exceeded target levels
 Incidents of fly-tipping had reduced by 17% from the previous year
 Developments at Earlesfield Lane and Westry Close Barrowby had been 

completed and the properties fully occupied while work continued at 
Trent Road following delays caused by public utility service diversions

 The Stamford Georgian Festival had brought £1m to the Stamford local 
economy 

 The St. Peter’s Hill cinema project was proceeding as planned and the 
new provider would be announced by the end of 2017

 Business intelligence was growing as a result of the Invest SK project, 
which provided opportunities to encourage businesses who wanted to 
come into the district

Debate highlighted wider environmental achievements including the impact of 
the positive impact of the Big Clean on the rate of fly-tipping. Household 
recycling rates were up with levels of residual waste decreasing. While there 
had been a small drop in performance with regard to green waste collection, 
this was attributed to the growing season in 2017.

The Cabinet noted the report.

CO96.QUARTER 2 BUDGET MONITORING REPORT 2017/18
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Report number CFM444 updated Cabinet on budget monitoring information 
including a summary of the forecast outturn position at the end of quarter 2 
against the annual budget for 2017/18 for the General Fund Revenue Budget, 
the Housing Revenue Account Budget and the Capital Programmes for the 
General Fund and the Housing Revenue Account. Key variances against the 
budgeted position were highlighted within the report. Members were given the 
context that the budget had been set by the previous administration, which 
meant that in-year changes had been made to accommodate new priorities and 
ambitions. 

One variance where the Council was not achieving its budgeted income to 
which specific reference was made related to commercial investment. Some of 
this variance would be offset following the recent purchase of a commercial 
investment property.

A request was made that the revised maintenance scheme for footpath lighting 
be circulated to members of the Cabinet.

The Cabinet noted the report.

CO97.MATTERS REFERRED TO CABINET BY THE COUNCIL OR OVERVIEW & 
SCRUTINY COMMITTEES

Report number LDS251 summarised the activity of the Overview and Scrutiny 
Committees since the last report was presented to Cabinet on 9 November 
2017.

The Chairman of the Rural Overview and Scrutiny Committee stated that at its 
last meeting the Committee was addressed by a representative of the National 
Farmers’ Union who spoke about the impact of Great Britain leaving the 
European Union on agricultural industry, particularly within Lincolnshire. The 
representative had agreed to update members on any further developments at 
a future meeting.

The future of the rural economy had been subject to consideration at informal 
meetings of the Cabinet, with the discussions forming the basis of the Cabinet’s 
intentions, with rural broadband being specifically.

CO98. ITEMS RAISED BY CABINET MEMBERS INCLUDING REPORTS ON KEY 
AND NON KEY DECISIONS TAKEN UNDER DELEGATED POWERS.

Report number LDS252 informed the Cabinet of decisions that had been taken 
by individual members since the last meeting of the Cabinet was held on 9 
November 2017.

Appendix A: Consultation and proposed new lease for Grantham Tennis Club 
to take over the former Arnoldfield bowls club, Grantham.

Appendix B: Expenditure of Section 106 funds for the Deeping St. James 
Parish Council to provide suitable play equipment at Linchfield Road play area. 
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The decision related to equipment for the Skatepark. The Cabinet Member for 
Environment confirmed that the relevant documentation had been received and 
the funds totalling £38,493 were scheduled to be released.

CO99.REPRESENTATIONS RECEIVED FROM NON CABINET MEMBERS

Report number LDS253 of the Leader of the Council informed Cabinet 
members that no requests to speak by non-Cabinet members had been 
received prior to the publication of the agenda, nor had any such requests been 
received after the agenda had been published.

CO100. CABINET FORWARD PLAN

Report number LDS254 provided an overview of the items the Cabinet could 
expect to see on its agenda between 8 December 2017 and 30 April 2018. The 
report also included the items that were due for consideration by the full 
Council in the same period.

Members were advised that two additional items would need adding to the 
Cabinet’s forward plan: food waste collection trials and car park charging points 
for electric vehicles.

CO101. CLOSE OF MEETING

The meeting was closed at 14:21.

DATE DECISIONS EFFECTIVE:

Decision CO93 as made on Thursday, 7 December 2017 can be implemented on Monday 18 
December 2017, unless subject to call-in by the Chairman of the relevant Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee or any five members of the Council from any political group. This decision 
will form part of the Council’s budget proposals which will be considered at future meetings of 
the Cabinet for final presentation to Council on 1 March 2018.


